Voodoochilli Design online promotional strategies guide
Introduction

This guide has been created to explain to clients of Voodoochilli Design the benefits and processes used by Voodoochilli Design in terms of online marketing. This document is copyright © 2001 - 2005 Voodoochilli Design.
Identify the needs of promotion 
One of the very first things to do when promoting a website is to identify the sites current and desired target audience and how well it performs. If the site is to be updated this must be reviewed again thoroughly as over time promotional strategies must be changed to suit current internet trends. Detailed web statistics and search engine tests can greatly aid this process. A simple way of finding how well a site performs is to go to a search engine such as www.google.com and type in a relevant search term. From here it is easy to see how well your site is doing compared to the competition by how high up and on what page your website is listed. There is also a very useful and free online tool which analyses these trends overtime. The web address is www.marketleap.com
Key wording and page optimisation

When building a website, Voodoochilli Design ensure that each page contains relevant keywords and meta tags to ensure that people can find the website through the use of search engines. Another important step is for the site to contain keyword rich written content as this greatly boosts the search engines ranking of the website. Clients should normally provide a list or 30-40 industry specific keywords and written content to Voodoochilli Design at the start of a new website or update.
Search engine and Directory submission

We target on all search engines but pay particular attention to the Google search engine as this is the most popular and powerful search engine on the web. We also submit sites to the open directory project, which feeds many other directories and search engines such as msn search, Hotbot and Google etc. We submit to multiple categories in the open directory categories.
Pay per click advertising

Pay per click advertising such as the Google adwords campaign is an excellent way of increasing the number of visitors to a website. With this you buy target visitors to your website from 4p each. Budgets can be specified and detailed statistics are supplied. We can train the client to handle this directly, or can take care of this for a small fee.
Links pages

Links are also known as “hyperlinks” and are words, lines of text or graphics that, when clicked direct the user to a new page or website.  Links are the connections you make between your website and the rest of the web.
Three things Links can do for your business:

1. Increase traffic.  Exchanging links with other reputable industry sites can create more opportunities to be seen online.  Links can also promote and build bonds with websites that may have more exposure and stronger connections than you to the markets that you are after.
2. Links can boost your credibility.  The links from websites of respected colleagues are the equivalent to online endorsements.
3. Links can add value to your website.  By offering visitors to your site links to resources your website will be seen as a valuable one, people may bookmark it and return in the future.
Some questions that we ask our clients
· Is there a business-to-business online directory on the website of your town or city?  For example BBC Hereford and Worcester

· Can you exchange links with other area businesses?
· Does your business have an association or professional organisation which offers links to members’ websites?
Mailing lists

Mailing lists enable you to build up a client database by providing an on-line form, whereby customers can choose to subscribe.  Details of Name, Address etc would be required and in return customers can be e-mailed or mail shot informing them of sales, discounts, promotions, news etc, depending on the nature of your business.  This can be a very useful marketing tool when built up over time.  It can also enable you to e-mail invoices directly and automatically to clients on the list.

Miscellaneous strategies
Voodoochilli Design employs many other tactical ways of promoting websites.  There are some tricks of the trade that we do not wish to share as we don’t want our competitors to have the edge.
Example searches
To see some of our online promotions in practice feel free to have a look at the latest search engine statistics on our website: http://design.voodoochilli.net/portfolio
Offline promotions
As well as providing web design and promotion to our clients we also offer offline solutions. We have considerable experience in the following:

Newspaper Advertisements

Glossy Magazine Advertisements

Multi media presentation

Interactive CD ROMs

Stationary design

Leaflets
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